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reasoning is really appreciated; we want to know,
again, what are the problems which really interest
modern metaphysicians or psychologists; in what
directions there seems to be a real promise of future
achievement, and in what directions it seems to be
proved by experience that any further expansion
of intellectual energy is certain to result only in the
discovery of mares' nests.

Matthew Arnold would have expressed this by
saying that we are required to be made accessible to
the influence of the Zeitgeist. There is a difficulty,
no doubt, in discovering by what signs we may
recognise the utterances of the Zeitgeist; and dis-
tinguish between loyalty to the real intellectual
leaders and a simple desire to be arrayed in the last
new fashion in philosophy. There is no infallible
sign; and, yet, a genuine desire to discover the true
lines in which thought is developing, is not of the
less importance. Arnold, like others, pointed the
moral by a contrast between England and Ger-
many. The best that has been done in England, it
is said, has generally been done by amateurs and
outsiders. They have, perhaps, certain advantages,
as being less afraid to strike into original paths, and
even the originality of ignorance is not always, though
it may be in nine cases out of ten, a name for fresh
blundering. But if sporadic English writers have